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Summary of Cases Accepted and
Related Actions During Week of February 17, 2026

[This news release is issued to inform the public and the press of cases that the Supreme
Court has accepted and of their general subject matter. The statement of the issue or
issues in each case set out below does not necessarily reflect the view of the court, or
define the specific issues that will be addressed by the court.]

#26-24 People v. Cain, S294810. (B342911; 116 Cal.App.5th 917; Ventura County
Superior Court; CR22297.) Petition for review after the Court of Appeal affirmed in part
and reversed in part post-judgment orders in a criminal matter and remanded for
resentencing. The court ordered briefing deferred pending decision in People v. Dixon,
S292223 (#25-311), which presents the following issues: (1) May a superior court
modify a death judgment under the recall and resentencing procedure in Penal Code
section 1172.75? (2) Did the Court of Appeal err in holding that the exclusivity provision
of Penal Code section 1509 precludes modification of a death judgment under Penal
Code section 1172.75? (3) Did the superior court have jurisdiction to resentence
defendant pursuant to Penal Code section 1172.75 when his appeal was pending before
this court?

#26-25 People v. Taylor, S294338. (B327033; nonpublished opinion; Los Angeles
County Superior Court; MA079232.) Petition for review after the Court of Appeal
affirmed in part and reversed in part a judgment of conviction of criminal offenses and
remanded for resentencing. The court ordered briefing deferred pending decision in
People v. Hughey, S287455 (#24-233), which presents the following issue: Was there
sufficient evidence of asportation to support defendants’ convictions for kidnapping (Pen.
Code, § 207, subd. (a))?

DISPOSITIONS

People v. Watta, S170001, an automatic appeal, was abated upon the death of the
appellant.
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The Supreme Court of California is the state’s highest court and its decisions are binding on all other California
state courts. The court’s primary role is to decide matters of statewide importance and to maintain uniformity in the
law throughout California by reviewing matters from the six districts of the California Courts of Appeal and the
fifty-eight county superior courts (the trial courts). Among its other duties, the court also decides all capital appeals
and related matters and reviews both attorney and judicial disciplinary matters.



