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April 23, 2025 CAPITAL CASE

Jorge E. Navarrete, Clerk and Executive Officer
Supreme Court of California
350 McAllister Street

San Francisco, CA 94102-4797

Re: People v. Anthony George Bankston, S044739
Focus Letter

Dear Mr. Navarrete:

This case is scheduled for oral argument on Wednesday, May 7, 2025, at
1:30 p.m. At that hearing, counsel for appellant intends to focus on the
following two issues:

1. The second claim from Appellant’s Opening Brief, filed August 31,
2011: Appellant Was Denied His Right to Counsel and Due Process
When He Proceeded to Trial in Pro. Per. Without Voluntarily,
Knowingly and Intelligently Waiving His Right to Counsel; and

2. The second claim from Appellant’s Second Supplemental Opening
Brief, filed April 27, 2023: The Use of Racially Discriminatory
Language During Mr. Bankston’s Trials Renders His Sentence and
Conviction Invalid Under the Racial Justice Act.

Thank you for bringing this letter to the Court’s attention.
Respectfully submitted,

/sl

Erik Levin
Supervising Deputy State Public Defender

Attorney for Appellant
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Case Name: People v. Anthony George Bankston
Case Number: Cal. Supreme Ct. No. S044739
Los Angeles County Sup. Ct. No. VA007955

I, Alexandra Ruvalcaba, declare as follows: I am over the age of 18 and
not a party to this cause. I am employed in the county where the mailing
took place. My business address is 1111 Broadway Suite 1000, Oakland,
California, 94607. I served a true copy of the following document:

FOCUS LETTER

By enclosing it in envelopes and placing the envelopes for collection and
mailing with the United States Postal Service with postage fully prepaid
on the date and at the place shown below, following our ordinary business
practices.

The envelope was addressed and mailed on April 23, 2025, as follows:

Anthony George Bankston Maria Arvizo-Knight
CDCR #D02392 Death Penalty Coordinator
California Men’s Colony Los Angeles County Superior Court
P.O. Box 8103 210 W. Temple Street, Room M-3
San Luis Obispo, CA 93409-8103 | Los Angeles, CA 90012
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The following were served the aforementioned document electronically via
TrueFiling on April 23, 2025:

Attorney General — California Appellate Project
Los Angeles Office 425 California Street,

Steve Mercer, DAG Suite 800

300 South Spring St., Suite 500 San Francisco, CA 94104
Los Angeles, CA 90013 filing@capsf.org
steven.mercer@doj.ca.gov

docketinglawwt@doj.ca.gov

I declare under penalty of perjury, under the laws of the State of
California, that the foregoing is true and correct. Signed on April 23, 2025,
at San Francisco, California.

Alexandra  adnim Rovacaba

Date: 2025.04.23
Ruvalcaba 750700

Alexandra Ruvalcaba



mailto:steven.mercer@doj.ca.gov
mailto:docketinglawwt@doj.ca.gov
mailto:filing@capsf.org

Supreme Court of California
Jorge E. Navarrete, Clerk and Executive Officer of the Court
Electronically FILED on 4/23/2025 by Celia Wong, Deputy Clerk

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
Supreme Court of California

PROOF OF SERVICE

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
Supreme Court of California

Case Name: PEOPLE v. BANKSTON (ANTHONY

GEORGE)
Case Number: S044739
Lower Court Case Number:
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/s/Alexandra Ruvalcaba
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