Supreme Court Rules Regarding Electronic Filing
As amended August 13, 2025

Rule 1. Application; Electronic Filing System

Unless otherwise provided by these rules, electronic filing in the Supreme Court is governed by
California Rules of Court, rules 8.70-8.79. The court’s electronic filing service provider is i3-ImageSoft
using its TrueFiling platform (TrueFiling).

Rule 2. Mandatory Electronic Filing

(a) Electronic filing requirement for litigants

All litigants, including parties and amicus curiae, must file all documents electronically through the
court’s electronic filing service provider, except for documents filed by:

(1) Litigants for whom electronic filing is voluntary under rule 3; and
(2) Litigants excused from mandatory electronic filing pursuant to a motion brought under rule 4.

(b) Application to new and pending cases

Electronic filing became mandatory in all cases as of March 18, 2020, and mandatory electronic
filing applies to all documents filed on or after that date regardless of when a case commenced.

Rule 3. Voluntary Electronic Filing

Electronic filing is voluntary for:
(1) Self-represented litigants, including parties and amicus curiae; and
(2) Trial courts.

Rule 4. Excuse from Electronic Filing

(a) Motion requesting excuse

Any litigant required to file documents electronically with the court may file amotion with the court
seeking to be excused from this requirement. The motion must comply with California Rules of
Court, rule 8.54, and it must specify whether the litigant is requesting to be excused from
electronically filing all documents or only a particular document or documents.

(b) Grounds for excuse

Pursuant to California Rules of Court, rule 8.71(d), the court will grant an excuse on a satisfactory
showing that:

(1) The litigant will suffer undue hardship if required to file electronically;
(2) The litigant will suffer significant prejudice if required to file electronically; or

(3) Itis not feasible for the litigant to convert a particular document to electronic form by scanning,
imaging, or another means.

Rule 5. Registration of Electronic Filers

(a) Obligation to register

Every filer who is required or voluntarily chooses to file a document electronically under these rules
must register as a TrueFiling user and obtain a username and password for access to TrueFiling.
Registration with and access to the electronic filing service provider is through the TrueFiling website at
https://tf3.truefiling.com.



http://tf3.truefiling.com/

(b) Registered users’ responsibilities

A registered TrueFiling user is responsible for all documents filed under the user’s registered
username and password. The registered user must also comply with the requirements of California
Rules of Court, rules 8.32 and 8.78(d), regarding the duty to provide address and other contact
information and notice of any changes to this information.

Rule 6. Signatures

Rules 8.70 and 8.75 of the California Rules of Court govern the requirements for signatures on
documents electronically filed with the court.

Rule 7. Service

(a) Electronic service

In addition to the ways identified in California Rules of Court, rule 8.78, that a recipient may agree to
accept electronic service, a recipient is deemed to have agreed to electronic service in a matter before
this court if the recipient agreed to electronic service in the same proceeding in the Court of Appeal.
(b) Service of paper copies

When service of a document is required to be made on a person or entity that has not consented to
electronic service, the server must comply with California Rules of Court, rule 8.25, regarding service
of paper copies.

(c) Proof of service

Proof of electronic service shall comply with California Rules of Court, rule 8.78(f).

Rule 8. Formatting

(a) Formatting requirements for electronically filed documents

Except as otherwise provided under these rules, all documents filed electronically must comply with
California Rules of Court, rule 8.74.

(b) Capital matter notation

All documents electronically filed in automatic appeals and postconviction proceedings in which a
defendant is subject to a judgment of death must include a clear and obvious notation on the cover

page of the document that the filing is related to a capital case. This requirement does not apply to
documents filed with the court during pretrial or trial proceedings when a death judgment is being

sought by the prosecution but has not yet been entered by the superior court.

Rule 9. Privacy Protection

(@) Personal identifiers

Pursuant to California Rules of Court, rule 8.74(a)(4), electronic filers must comply with rules 1.201
and 8.401 regarding the exclusion or redaction of personal identifiers and the full names of juveniles
involved in juvenile court proceedings. Neither TrueFiling nor the Clerk of the Court has any
responsibility to review documents for compliance with these requirements.

(b) Sealed and confidential records

Pursuant to California Rules of Court, rule 8.74(a)(4), electronic filers must comply with California
Rules of Court, rules 8.45-8.47 regarding sealed and confidential records, with the exception of those
requirements applicable exclusively to paper filings.



(c) Public access

Pursuant to California Rules of Court, rule 8.80 et seq., the Supreme Court makes all electronic
records reasonably available to the public in some form, whether in electronic or in paper form,
except sealed or confidential records. Filers are advised that the Supreme Court provides remote
electronic access via its website to certain records, including party briefs in argued cases. Filers are
encouraged to consider the public availability of documents filed electronically when drafting or
filing documents that may contain sensitive or personally identifying information.

Rule 10. Fees

(@) Collection of filing fees
For electronic filings, TrueFiling is designated as the court’s agent for collection of filing fees
required by law and any associated credit card or bank charges or convenience fees.

(b) Vendor fees

Pursuant to California Rules of Court, rule 8.73, and TrueFiling’s contract with the court, in addition
to the filing fees required by law, TrueFiling will assess fees for each electronic filing in accordance
with the schedule posted on the TrueFiling website, as approved by the court. These fees will be
considered recoverable costs under California Rules of Court, rules 8.493 and 8.544.

(c) Exemption from vendor fees

The following are exempt from the fees charged for electronic filing under (b):
(1) Parties with fee waivers. A party who has been granted a fee waiver by the court, pursuant
to California Rules of Court, rule 8.26, who chooses to file documents electronically.
(2) Government officers and entities. The persons and entities identified in Government Code
section 6103.

Rule 11. Technical Failure of Electronic Filing System

The court is not responsible for malfunctions or errors occurring in the electronic transmission or receipt
of electronically filed documents. The initial point of contact for anyone experiencing difficulty with
TrueFiling is the toll-free telephone number posted on the TrueFiling website. California Rules of Court,
rule 8.77, governs if a filer fails to meet a filing deadline imposed by court order, rule, or statute because
of a failure at any point in the electronic transmission and receipt of a document. A motion under
California Rules of Court, rule 8.77(d), to accept the document as timely filed must comply with
California Rules of Court, rule 8.54.



