Temporary Amendment to
SUPREME COURT POLICIES REGARDING CASES ARISING FROM
JUDGMENTS OF DEATH
and
PAYMENT GUIDELINES FOR COUNSEL APPOINTED BY THE SUPREME
COURT REPRESENTING INDIGENT CRIMINAL APPELLANTS IN
CALIFORNIA COURTS

The following serves as a temporary amendment to the Supreme Court Policies
Regarding Cases Arising from Judgments of Death (Supreme Court Policies) and the
Payment Guidelines for Counsel Appointed by the Supreme Court Representing Indigent
Criminal Appellants in California Courts (Payment Guidelines).

Until June 30, 2026, the limitations set forth in Policy 3.1 of the Supreme Court
Policies, and section II.1.3.111.b of the Payment Guidelines, are suspended such that
habeas corpus counsel appointed by this court prior to July 1, 2023, may seek prior
approval and subsequent compensation from this court for attorney fees and investigative
expenses in connection with representation of inmates subject to a sentence of death
raising claims under the Racial Justice Act of 2020, regardless of whether that work is or
will be performed in connection with an initial habeas corpus petition previously
transferred by this court to a superior court. This amendment does not alter or affect
other Supreme Court Policies and Payment Guidelines relevant to death penalty related
habeas corpus matters, including but not limited to the preauthorization requirement set
forth in Policy 3.1 of the Supreme Court Policies, and the payment request timing
requirement set forth in the Section II.H of the Payment Guidelines, which remain
applicable.

All authorizations and payments pursuant to this temporary amendment are
contingent on the availability of funding from the allocation to this court under Assembly
Bill No. 102 (2023-2024 Reg. Sess.) (Stats. 2023, ch. 38, § 1, eff. July 10, 2023), and the
court may, at its discretion, decline to authorize additional work pursuant to this
amendment at any time. The court retains its right to deny payment for excessive or
unauthorized fees, or expenses beyond those expressly authorized by the court in
advance; and the court’s authorization of, or payment for, fees or expenses prior to June
30, 2026 is not a guarantee of future payment after that date. The court will not approve
funding requests if an alternative source of funds is available.

This Amendment shall be operable from July 1, 2025 to June 30, 2026.



